THE   CAREER   OF   THE   FOX  SISTERS

He showed very clearly, as is detailed in a subsequent
chapter, that raps (we are dealing at present only with
that phase) are caused by a protrusion from the
medium's person of a long rod of a substance having
certain properties which distinguish it from all other
forms of matter. This substance has been closely
examined by the great French physiologist, Dr.
Charles Richet, who has named it<c ectoplasm." These
rods are invisible to the eye, partly visible to the sensi-
tive plate, and yet conduct energy in such a fashion
as to make sounds and strike blows at a distance.

Now, if Margaret produced the raps in the same
fashion as Crawford's medium, we have only to make
one or two assumptions which are probable in them-
selves, and which the science of the future may defin-
itely prove in order to make the case quite clear. The
one assumption is that a centre of psychic force is
formed in some part of the body from which the
ectoplasm rod is protruded. Supposing that centre to
be in Margaret's foot, it would throw a very clear
light upon the evidence collected in the Seybert
inquiry. In examining Margaret and endeavouring
to get raps from her, one of the committee, with the
permission of the medium, placed his hand upon her
foot. Raps at once followed. The investigator cried:
" This is the most wonderful thing of all, Mrs. Kane.
I distinctly feel them in your foot. There is not a
particle of motion in your foot, but there is an unusual
pulsation/'

This experiment by no means bears out the idea
of joint dislocation or snapping toes. It is, however,